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This Comic is dedicated to my true love, Laurel Anne.
Lolly and Pictor No. 1, March 2018 issue. Published by ECCLES ENT. GROUP. INC. Price: $10.00 per copy in the U.S. and $100.00 per copy in Canada. Printed in the U.S.A.
All Lolly and Pictor material copyright 2018 Eccles Properties Inc. All rights reserved. This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are either the products
of the author’s imagination or used in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events is purely coincidental. This book is not intended
as a substitute for professional spiritual care. The reader should consult spiritual guidance according to the Nicene Creed in matters relating to his/her health and
particularly with respect to any symptoms that may require diagnosis for the human spirit or soul. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except
in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.
All artwork in this comic was created by Jutsin Eccles. Instagram: @edwardgrapfix
Art on the cover: The Adventure of Pictor and Lolly 2018 Acrylic on canvas 36”x30”. Art on the back cover: The Wändərər 2018 Acrylic on canvas 31”x40”.
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To be loved but not known is superficial.
To be known and not loved is our great fear,
but to be known and loved, that transforms you.
- Keller
I believe artists who give their life to the quest of creating, put pieces
of themselves into every work. Stories are told through brush strokes
and the unfolding process of mark making. Characters surface,
ideas are challenged, grief is processed and desires plot their
conquest through the emerging images captured on canvas. Naturally
biographical, my work explores themes of truth and love strengthened
through suffering and hope.
Pictor (Latin for painter) and Lolly (inspired by the Turkish word ‘Lale’
meaning ‘tulip’) made an appearance in my sketchbook nine months
ago and have given me a story to tell. It is a narrative ultimately of
true love, veracious trust, steadfast hope and the natural struggle
and suffering that is a part of this life coupled with a certitude that
their pilgrimage is not without value, meaning and permanent
significance. These characters boldly step out in committed devotion
and genuine faith in one another into adverse and unforeseen
circumstances. In their naivety and sincerity, they are taken
advantage of by Abraxas (related to the word Abracadabra,
is a Norse mythological demon/god that is representative
of a first primal man), and encounter Mr. Nice (potentially
bland or ambiguous good) whose motives at first are
indistinguishable but appear too good to be true. Pictor and
Lolly are tragically separated and endure painful distress.
The endeavor to find one another again ensues. Lost
and confused, giving in to despair, fear, loneliness and
turmoil, Pictor and Lolly must discern who to trust and
rely on for help.
Exhausted and stumbling, Pictor and Lolly’s fears
and uncertainties can only be addressed with hope.
Easily misunderstood, hope does not instill in most a
great deal of confidence but Pictor and Lolly appear
to have a different kind of childlike hope. The way
hope comes to the surface in their lives is like a
grounding force and is a life shaping certainty in
something greater than themselves, of something
that has not yet happened but that they know
one day will. Their belief in their ultimate future
determines how they sojourn both together and
apart. Pictor and Lolly are truth and hope based
creatures and allow these two forces to shape
them, their determination and interactions with both
friend and foe. This singular, steadfast focus gives them
a lens through which they view the future and process life. The truth they are
convinced by, regarding their destiny, is the main determinant in how they
process, experience and grasp their circumstances. Though physically
injured in the journey, Pictor is victorious in finding Lolly. Freedom comes
to Lolly when she hears truth and sees past the illusion of lies. Truth, hope
and love are what Pictor and Lolly need more than anything. It has liberated
them from any deception, humbled them away from pride and strengthened
them for any trouble they may face.
I would like to thank the members of my MFA committee - not only for
their time and patience, but for their intellectual contributions to my
development as an Artist.
The Chair of my committee, Derrick Buisch
Nancy Mladenoff
Fred Stonehouse
Leslie Smith III
And a special thanks to
T.L. Solien and Lynda Barry

A Master of Fine Arts Exhibition
by Justin Eccles
@edwardgrapfix

22

23

24

